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Griffin: Nocoroco, a Timucua Village of 1605

NOCOROCO

A TIMUCUA VILLAGE OF 1605 NOW IN TOMOKA STATE PARK
by JOHN W. GRIFFIN and HALE G. SMITH1
I NTRODUCTION
In 1605 Alvaro Mexia was sent on an expedition
down the east coast of Florida by Governor Don Pedro
de Ybarra of Spanish East Florida. Mexia followed the
inland waters as far south as St. Lucie Inlet, and upon
his return to St. Augustine compiled a map and itinerary
which are invaluable in the study of the archaeology of
the early historic period in the area.2
South of St. Augustine, Mexia noted no Indian villages until reaching the area of the headwaters of the
Halifax river. The site reported in the present paper is
the northernmost named village on his map. A tracing
of that portion of the map showing this area and a tracing of a modern map of the region, included in this paper,
disclose the general accuracy of Mexia’s mapmaking,
considering the time at which it was done. The location
of the village of Nocoroco is well indicated on the map,
and supplementary evidence is to be found in his narrative:
Continuing your way for a distance of five
leagues, a footpath is taken through the gullies,
traversing a woods of live-oaks and you emerge at a
bay which is called Nocoroco, where canoes are
boarded. This bay has a gravelly bottom and there
is a cove on the west side and on the flats of said
cove are four villages. On the point of land extending on the south is the town of Nocoroco. A dense
wood of live-oaks runs along the west side of the
bay, and along the east shore stretches a thorny
thicket.
1. Archaeologist and former Assistant Archaeologist, respectively,
Florida Park Service.
2. A translation of the Mexia Derroterro, by Charles D. Higgs, will
be published by Yale University in a forthcoming volume on
Florida archaeology. The writers wish to thank Dr. Irving Rouse
for copies of the sections used in the present report. A copy
of the map is in the Lowery Collection, Library of Congress,
numbered WL 98.
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Using the information given by Mexia, we set out
in search of the village of Nocoroco, and found it in the
location indicated by our seventeenth century informant.
The site of Nocoroco is in Tomoka State Park, Volusia county, in the position indicated on the map.3 The
point of land on which the site is located is variously
known as Fairyland Point, Sunset Park, or Mount Oswald, the latter being the name given on the Coast and
Geodetic Survey charts.
The vegetation of the area today may be characterized as a young hammock. This apparent youth is to be
explained by the fact that much of the land was cleared
during the British occupation of Florida (1763-83), and
perhaps remained under cultivation until the Seminole
wars. This would give only slightly more than one hundred years for the present growth to have accumulated.
Changes in the immediate area have undoubtedly
taken place since Mexia’s visit in 1605. Our explorations
indicated that much of the site had been washed into
Tomoka Basin, the bay of Nocoroco of Mexia. Uprooted
palm trees and a sharp wave-cut bank indicate that shoreline erosion is still active.
Mexia mentions habitations on the western shore
of the bay. Today the shore-line on that side is a wide
marsh, but in back of the marsh lies a sand ridge. That
this marsh may have accumulated quite rapidly is indicated by a buried brick platform on the west shore of the
bay, in the place indicated on our map. This platform is
probably related, as a landing, to the sugar mill west of
it, and was therefore likely laid down sometime between
1766 and 1835. Since that time, seven to nine inches of
muck have accumulated over the brick floor. Beneath the
floor, ten to twelve inches of muck rest on a blue clay.4
3. The site is numbered V 44 in the survey of the Florida Park
Service. Tomoka is a corruption of Timucua. Some preliminary
information appeared in Griffin, 1948b (see References, post).
Antonio de Prado mentioned a place called Nocoroco in 1569, but
the location was not as explicit as that given by Mexia. See
Connor, 1925, Vol. I, p. 291.
4. It was found that this clay could be fired into pottery, although
no extensive tests were made.
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Davis has said that saw grass peat in the Everglades
region can accumulate as rapidly as one foot in 225
years.5 Such a rate of growth would account for the
thickness of muck over the brick floor; and, if we assume
a regular growth, would also fit very nicely into a theory
that very little of it had accumulated at the time of
Mexia’s visit.
In view of the evidence for the accumulation of muck
around Tomoka Basin, it appears likely that Mexia’s
description of the bay as gravelly bottomed may also be
correct. Deposits of coquina rock6 are common in this
region; the point on which Nocoroco was located is
underlain by it. Although the writers cannot state that
the bottom of Tomoka Basin is such a formation, it does
outcrop along the shore of the point, and it is possible
that the present depth of muck covering the basin bottom
is largely a recent accumulation, and that Mexia saw a
larger area of bottom which was coquina rock.
The area around the basin on which villages were
located according to Mexia is most probably the sand
ridge which lies back of the marsh on the western shore
of this body of water. The two small habitation sites to
either side of a little stream indicated on Mexia’s map
are probably the two small shell middens we located in
a similar position and numbered as V 61.
DESCRIPTION AND EXCAVATIONS
The site of Nocoroco is a black earth and shell midden, with the former predominating. In thickness it
ranges from 16 to 20 inches, with occasional deeper
pockets representing aboriginal pits. The midden runs
along the shore of the Tomoka Basin for approximately
700 feet, its north end lying at the junction of dry land
and marsh near the tip of the point’of land on which it
is located. The midden is scarcely more than fifty feet
wide at any point, but the presence of quantities of cultural materials on the beach exposed at low tide, together
5. Davis, 1946, p. 74.
6. This rock is of the Anastasia formation, Pleistocene period.
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with the evidence of continuing shore-line erosion, leads
to the conclusion that much of the site has been washed
away. In most areas of the site the dark midden deposit
overlies three to six inches of yellow sand, which in turn
rests on the highly irregular surface of a coquina rock
stratum. In areas of the site near the southern end the
depth of sand is much greater, because of the sand dune
or ridge which bears the name of Mount Oswald.
A total of sixteen five-foot squares were excavated
by four inch levels. The vast majority of the material
recovered came from levels two and three, that is to say,
from between four and twelve inches beneath the surface.
Pockets of shell, mostly oyster and clam, were encountered at this same depth, and were about two feet in
diameter on the average. This eight inch thick accumulation may be taken as representing the actual village
level.
Portions of a human skull, badly broken by palmetto
roots, were found at the base of an uprooted palm along
the shore of the basin near the north end of the site.
Beyond identifying the bones as Indian, and noting that
they came from the midden, nothing can be done with the
fragments.
In addition to the writers, the excavations were conducted by E. M. Murphy, Jr., Shirley Cumming and Lois
Watkins. Our thanks are due them.
ECONOMY
As previously noted, the midden at Nocoroco is largely a black earth accumulation, with pockets of shell and
some larger shell accumulations. This type of midden is
distinctly different from the more common ones of the
region, which are mostly shell. The shells which do occur
at the site are listed below:
Common oyster
Ostrea virginica
Venus mercenaria
Hard shell clam, quohog
Short razor clam
Tagelus gibbus
Ark
shell
Arca sp.
Coquina
Donax variabilis
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Modiolus plicatulus
Horse mussel
Busycon perversum
Left-handed whelk
Murex fulvescens
Of these, only the oyster and the Venus clam occur
in any numbers. Glancing over the list one is forced to
conclude that the gathering activities of the people, so
far as shellfish are concerned, and with the exception of
the coquina, centered around tidewater areas.
Animal bones were not well preserved and were usually quite fragmentary. Among the mammals the deer
seems to have been the most prevalent source of food.
Other mammalian bones, as well as fish, turtle and alligator remains, were also found. Although these have not
been completely analyzed the picture seems to be one of
use of most forms available in any numbers.
Agriculture is postulated for the site, although no
positive evidence of it was found. The relatively small
amount of bone and shell in the midden may possibly be
taken as an indication of other sources of food. Also, of
course, we are dealing with a historic Timucua site, and
ethno-historical sources definitely indicate the practice
of agriculture.
Whether we may postulate a decrease in the importance of shellfish at this time period is not certain.
The midden, when compared to others, would suggest
this, but the excavation of other sites of the period more
favorably located for this pursuit may alter the picture.
It is also conceivable that one or more of the shell heaps
on the peninsula nearly opposite the site may represent
the shellfishing operations of the people of Nocoroco.
It is known, too, that the Timucua occupied villages seasonally, and Mexia indicates the same for peoples south
of Nocoroco, so that we may be dealing with the result
of seasonal activities. In any case, the site itself would
indicate that shellfishing was an important but not a
dominant activity.
7. Swanton, 1922, p. 359.
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C ERAMICS
Potsherds constituted the bulk of the cultural materials found at Nocoroco. The vast majority of the sherds
fall into nine distinguishable types. A few sherds which
do not fall into these types are described separately. It
should be understood that the type descriptions given below apply to the site of Nocoroco and are not necessarily
identical in all details to specimens of the same types
found elsewhere.
TYPE: ST. JOHNS PLAIN

259 sherds
Definition as a type: James B. Griffin, 1945.
Paste:
Method of manufacture: Segmental coiling.
Temper: None.
Texture: Well-mixed homogeneous paste, usually even in texture,
but with some contortions and laminations. Chalky to the touch.
Color: Surfaces are buff through light brown to gray. Core is
generally black to gray-black.
Surface finish: Surfaces generally smoothed; some scraped
surfaces.
Hardness: 2.0 to 2.5.
Decoration: None.
Form:
Body: Shallow bowl predominates.
Rim: Straight or slightly incurved.
Lip: Both flat and rounded. Some flat and beveled inward.
Base: Usually rounded, one sub-conoidal base found.
Thickness: 4-17 mm.

TYPE: ST. JOHNS CHECK STAMPED

162 sherds
Figures a-b on pottery plate.
Definition as a type: James B. Griffin, 1945.
Paste: As in St. Johns Plain.
Decoration:
Technique: Impressed with stamp, probably carved wooden paddle.
Design: Checks, ranging from 3 to 10 per inch, averaging 5 to 7.
Narrow to wide lands, generally in proportion to checks. Checks
are generally square, some are rectangular,, and a very few are
diamond shaped. Stamping is generally neatly applied, but there
is some overstamping.
Distribution: Apparently over entire vessel exterior.
Form: As in St. Johns Plain.
TYPE: ST. JOHNS SIMPLE STAMPED
9 sherds
Figure d on pottery plate.
Definition as a type: This paper.
Paste: As in St. Johns Plain.
Decoration:
Technique: Impressed with stamp, probably carved wooden paddle.
Design: A series of parallel straight lines, alternating as lands
and troughs. Some overlapping of stamping, but it is not the
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regular crossed simple stamping found in some San Marcos
Stamped (Smith, 1948).
Distribution: Vessel exterior, extent unknown.
Form: As in St. Johns Plain.

TYPE: ST. JOHNS SCORED

3 sherds
Definition as a type: This paper.
Paste: As in St. Johns Plain.
Decoration:
Technique: Surface scored by instrument leaving shallow grooves.
Design: Roughly parallel scored lines, similar to Halifax Scored
(see below). Better examples resemble simple stamped.
Distribution: Vessel exterior, extent unknown.
Form: Probably as in St. Johns Plain.

TYPE: HALIFAX PLAIN

270 sherds
Definition as a type: This paper.
Paste:
Method of manufacture: Segmental coiling.
Temper: Medium large amounts of quartz sand.
Texture: Well mixed, compact, homogeneous. Gritty to the touch.
Color: Core and surfaces generally same color; buff through brown
to gray-black, some reddish.
Surface finish: In general the exposed temper gives an appearance
like sandpaper, some however are smooth.
Hardness: 2.0 to 2.5, rarely 3.5.
Decoration: None.
Form:
Body: Shallow bowl predominates.
Rim: Straight or slightly incurred, some slightly outcurved.
Lip: Both rounded and flat.
Base: Little evidence.
Thickness: 4-11 mm.’

TYPE: HALIFAX CHECK STAMPED

7 sherds
Definition as a type: This Paper.
Paste: As in Halifax Plain.
Decoration:
Technique: Impressed with paddle, presumably of carved wood.
Design: Checks, very similar to those on St. Johns Check Stamped.
Sample too small to indicate size range accurately.
Distribution: Apparently over entire vessel exterior; one sherd
has a stamped lip.
Form: Presumably as in Halifax Plain.

TYPE: HALIFAX SIMPLE STAMPED

18 sherds
Figure c on pottery plate.
Definition as a type: This paper.
Paste: As in Halifax Plain.
Decoration:
Technique: Impressed with paddle, presumably of carved wood.
Design: A series of parallel straight lines as in St. Johns Simple
Stamped. Some overstamping.
Distribution: Apparently over entire vessel exterior.
Form: As in Halifax Plain, except as noted below.
Base: One base sherd with teat-like support (tetrapod?)
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TYPE: HALIFAX SCORED

16 sherds
Figure e on pottery plate
Definition as a type: This paper.
Paste: As in Halifax Plain.
Decoration:
Technique: Surface scored by an instrument leaving shallow
grooves.
Design: Roughly parallel scored lines, frequently cross each other.
Distribution: Over much, if not all, of vessel exterior.
Form: Apparently as in Halifax Plain.

TYPE: TOMOKA PLAIN

29 sherds
Definition as a type: This paper— A tentative type.
Past:
Method of manufacture: Segmental coiling.
Temper: These sherds have reddish-brown inclusions in the paste,
averaging about 1 mm. in size, although some are larger. At
first glance they appear to be sherd fragments, but are more
likely iron inclusions in the clay from which the vessels were
made. Otherwise the paste is like St. Johns Plain. The type is
retained as a tentative category until more is known about it.
Similar sherds are known from other sites in northeast Florida.
All other attributes as in St. Johns Plain.

In addition to the bulk of the potsherds which fall
into the groups described above, there are a few sherds
which deserve comment. Seven gritty sherds, decorated
with a complicated stamp, were found; six were in the
surface collection, one in Level 1. The best example is
shown as Figure g in the pottery plate. These sherds
are probably related to the complicated stamped types
of the St. Augustine Period.8 One sherd, from level 3, has
a decoration which appears to have been executed with
a cord wrapped dowel (Fig. h). Another gritty sherd,
from level 2, has a curvilinear design executed in very
fine, sharp punctuations (Fig. f). About eight sherds,
from levels 1, 2 and 3, mostly of the Halifax paste, have
short segments of incised lines on them, but in no case
was it possible to see them as larger elements. One sherd
in the surface collection appeared to have been cordmarked, but this is not certain due to a badly worn surface.
The distribution of the sherds found at the site by
levels, is given in the accompanying table. It will be noted
that the excavated. specimens from the various squares
8. Smith, 1948, Pl XXXI, particularly fig. h.
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are pooled; examination disclosed no differences from
square to square. The surface category includes material washed out of the midden and found on the beach.
Certain comments on the table are in order. Looking first at the quantity of sherds per level in the excavated sample, we note immediately that 286 of a total of
363 came from levels 2 and 3. These are the same levels
that contained the shell pockets, and as we have previously said, these two levels are assumed to mark the
occupation zone of the site.
Considering next the proportion of sherds of the St.
Johns Series to those of the Halifax Series (chalky vs.
gritty), we find that in each level of the excavated sample
there are approximately equal numbers of sherds of the
two series. Apparently, if we assume that there was not
later complete mixture— and there is no evidence of such
mixture— the two series were contemporaneous and occurred in about equal amounts. The implications of this
will be discussed shortly.
Comparing this situation with the surface collection, a difference is seen. 62.5% of the surface collection
is made up of chalky sherds, and only 37.5% are gritty.
Nowhere in the excavated sample does the chalky St.
Johns pottery account for more than 55.0% or less than
49.95% of the total. The discrepency is within the range
of possible sampling error, but in view of the range of
only 5.05% in the five excavated samples, the 7.5% difference between the maximum of the excavated samples
and the surface collection is suggestive. There is a possibility, then, that our excavations do not reveal the total
picture of the site.
If we compare the percentage of decorated sherds
to plain sherds in each of the ceramic series, an interesting point is observed. A consistently higher percentage
of St. Johns sherds are decorated than is the case for
the Halifax series. In samples containing more than ten
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DISTRIBUTION OF SHERDS BY TYPE AND LEVEL AT NOCOROCO
Percentages are for each level
ST. JOHNS SERIES
L EVELS

HALIFAX SERIES
T OMOKA
P LAIN

Plain

Ch.
Stamp

Scored

Simple
St.

Surface. . . . . . . . . . . . .

160
38.25%

72
17.6%

3
.72%

8
1.92%

28
6.75%

1 ..............

17
33.4%

9
17.65%

.....
.....

1
1.92%

2..............

39
28
21.65% 30.02%

......
.....

3..............

44
38
26.5% 22.95%

4..............

9
43.0%

5..............

Plain

Ch.
Stamp
2
.48%

MIS CELLANEOUS

T OTALS

Scored

Simple
St.

2
.48%

16
3.85%

7
1.67%

417

1
........
. . . . . . . . 1.92%
8
1
6.2%
.77%

3
5.85%

51

2
1.55%

129

......
......

7
4.2%

166

......
......

119
28.6%
20
39.25%

......
......

......
......

......
......

50
38.8%

1
.77%

......
.....

......
......

......
......

67
40.5%

4
3.52%

......
......

......
......

1
4.75%

10
47.75%

........ ........ ......

........ ........

......

......
......

21

1
12.5%

1
4.75%
3
37.5%

......
......

......
. . . ..

......
......

4
50.0%

........ . . . . . .
........ .......

......
......

. . . . ..
......

8

Excavated
Totals. . . . . . .

99
26.4%

90
24.0%

.....
......

1
.27%

1
.27%

151
40.25%

5
1.33%

14
3.74%

259
31.5%

162
19.6%

3
.36%

9
1.09%

29
3.54%

270
33.0%

7
.85%

16
1.95%

12
3.2%
19
2.32%

375

TOTAL.............

2
.55%
18
2.2%
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sherds of each series the following is true:
Minimum % Maximum %
Decorated
Decorated
47.0%
St. Johns Series . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.25%
20.0%
Halifax Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.0%
Looking at the specific decorated types brings other
differences to our attention. Whereas check stamping as
opposed to simple stamping and scoring is dominant on
St. Johns sherds, the reverse is true of the Halifax
sherds, as shown below:
Simple
Check
Stamping Stamping
and Scoring
7.0%
St. Johns Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93.0%
82.9%
Halifax Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.1%
Thinking that there might be significance in the
angle at which the check stamping was applied, in relation to the lip, the rim sherds of both check stamped
types were analyzed. It was found that in both the St.
Johns and Halifax types the check stamping was applied
at right angles to the lip and on a diagonal to the lip in
about equal amounts. One Halifax Check Stamped sherd
had the right angle treatment on the rim, and beneath a
clearly defined thickened rim was diagonally stamped. Although no differences between the types were noted at
Nocoroco, the results are placed on record for possible
future use in comparison with other samples.
The matter of check size on St. Johns Check Stamped
was investigated, and comparisons were made with other
samples. A previous study of check stamped pottery from
Green Mound, a large shell heap south of Daytona Beach,
had indicated that check size varied with time period.9
Periods two, three and four at Green Mound contained
check stamped pottery; period four was the latest in
9. See J. W. Griffin, 1948b, for this analysis. J. W. Griffin, 1948a,
contains other information on the site. The pottery data in this
latter source is generalized and somewhat inaccurate. The gritty
pottery mentioned there is not to be confused with the Halifax
series. In fact, when compared to the Halifax ware, it does not
seem very gritty, and probably represents either one end of the
range of St. Johns ware or occupies a position between St. Johns
and Halifax much as Belle Glade Plain does between Biscayne
Chalky and Glades Gritty.
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time. Measurements of the number of cheeks per inch
were taken and plotted with the result that it was seen
that in period two the cheeks tended to be large, in period
three small, and in period four large once more. The
period four checks ranged from three to nine per inch,
with well over 30% of the sherds falling at four per
inch.10 At Nocoroco, the sherds from levels two and three
formed a curve very much like that for period four at
Green Mound, except that the, peak fell at five checks
per inch. The surface collection, however, yielded a more
depressed curve when graphed, with the peak falling at
seven checks per inch, representing less than 20% of
the sample.
The close agreement between the two excavated
samples in this matter of check size, and the difference
between them and the surface collection, may be taken
as supporting evidence for the conclusion that our excavations did not reveal the total picture of the site. The
similarity between the excavated samples at Nocoroco and
period four at Green Mound, and the presence of scored
pottery in both cases, leads to the conclusion of rough
contemporaneity, although the presence of the Halifax
series at Nocoroco and its absence at Green Mound suggests a time differential.
On the other hand, the surface collection at Nocoroco, with its larger amounts of small checks leads to the
conclusion that in portions of the site now washed away
another, and presumably earlier, horizon was also present. It is suggested that this horizon was close to that
represented in period three at Green Mound.
There are several reasons for interpreting the excavated levels at Nocoroco as slightly later than period
four of Green Mound, and these may now be summarized.
(1) There are similar decorative techniques and designs
at the two sites. (2) However, the heavy concentration
of Halifax series is not present at Green Mound. (3)
Gritty pottery from this section of Florida is known
only from historic levels, such as the Saint Augustine
10. J. W. Griffin, 1948b, fig. 10.
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Period and Nocoroco itself. Nocoroco, however, does not
qualify as fully developed Saint Augustine; it is on the
way, but not quite there. The best documented Saint
Augustine material is from the moat of Castillo de San
Marcos and post-dates 168611, while our specific documentation for Nocoroco comes from 1605. This time difference, coupled with space and the more heterogeneous
Indian population of the city of Saint Augustine, is adequate for understanding the differences.
In summary, two pottery wares, one chalky and one
gritty, are present in equal amounts in the excavated
portions of Nocoroco. Both of these wares have plain,
check stamped, simple stamped and scored types. The
chalky St. Johns series contains a far higher percentage
of check stamping than the Halifax, while the reverse
is true for simple stamping and scoring. We may assume
that the idea of check stamping, long associated with the
region and with St. Johns pottery, was taken over but
slightly by the makers of the Halifax pottery. Conversely, the simple stamping, known to occur frequently on
the gritty San Marcos ware, occurs frequently on the
Halifax ware and is rarely used by the makers of St.
Johns pottery. The decorative motifs used on two wares
with divergent histories are seen influencing each other.
Actually, this statement raises more questions than
it answers. Since it is established that the two wares
were contemporaneous at Nocoroco, and in approximately equal amounts, are we to assume that half of the potters of the village made one kind of pottery, and half
another, with but slight influence on each other insofar
as decorative ideas were concerned? Since there is too
even a distribution to allow us to postulate that one ware
or the other was brought to the site wholly by trade, we
must accept this conclusion, unless our excavations failed
to reveal a fairly short period of contemporaneity and
replacement.
In terms of the potters, what would this mean? How
does a village become divided into groups making two
11. Smith, 1948, p. 314.
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distinct wares? There are several possibilities, of which
we may mention two. We might assume that two groups
of people, previously separated, were living together at
the site. This did happen in late times, and it is possible
that a group living nearer to Saint Augustine, and hence
more directly influenced by the development which we
know as the Saint Augustine Period, moved southward
to escape direct Spanish domination. In this connection,
we remember that Mexia notes no villages between Nocoroco and Saint Augustine. The Indians were either
drawn toward the city itself or withdrew to a greater
distance, depending on a number of factors. This, then,
is a tenable interpretation.
On the other hand, we may be dealing with such a
short time period at Nocoroco that our stratigraphic
techniques are not fine enough to give an accurate picture of culture change. In this ease we might assume that
while some of the potters clung to traditional ways (St.
Johns), others followed a new pattern (Halifax). Eventually the change would become complete. Such a hypothesis would explain the transfer of motifs in a small
number of eases, but so would the previous hypothesis.12
No final answer to the meaning of the observed conditions can be offered at present, but it is of interest to
speculate on possible meanings.
ARTIFACTS
Very few artifacts, other than potsherds, were found
at Nocoroco, and only four came from the excavations.
In level two an object fashioned from a portion of
a Busycon shell was found. This was a more or less
parallel sided “spoon” about 75 mm. long and 34 mm.
wide. Basically, the shape is the same as the more familiar shell gouge, but the beveled lip is lacking, and
there is less flare from rear to front.
In level three a broken split bone awl was found.
The section recovered was made of deer bone, was 58 mm.
long, and ground to a point.
12. A combination of these alternatives is also tenable.
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A fragmentary pair of rusted iron scissors was
found in level four. No evidence of intrusion was noted;
the scissors apparently lying in undisturbed midden deposit. These scissors were at least six inches deeper than
any of the later historical material at the site, and must
be assumed to belong to the aboriginal occupation rather
than to the later English occupation to be mentioned
shortly. In size the scissors are almost identical to the
smaller pair from the Goodnow Mound in Highlands
county, except that the blades may be somewhat narrower.13
Along the beach of the basin, and presumably
washed from the site, were several artifacts. There is a
broken chert projectile point of the stemmed variety
with the offset of the stem greater on one side than the
other, suggesting that it possibly was a knife. A shell
hammer made from Busycon perversum has an ovate
haft hole, about 47 by 21 mm., in the top rather than
on the whorl. A Venus mercenaria shell has a hole near
the hinge which was apparently knocked out from the
inside, although water wear has smoothed the opening
considerably. This is possibly a net weight.
Two objects found on the beach may belong to the
village of Nocoroco, but could equally well be considered
as belonging with the historic material from the British
period. One of these is a rectangular piece of chipped
flint, about 24 by 14 mm. in size, which could very well
be a gun flint, although it is not made of the traditional
European flint. The other is a Spanish olive jar sherd
which could very well be from the Nocoroco occupation.
THE OSWALD PLANTATION
Several times in the preceding pages we have referred to an occupation of the area during the British
period. Evidence of this occupation was discovered, and
should be included in this report to clarify the historic
situation.
Following the transfer of Florida to Great Britain
in 1763, an effort was made to colonize the region. As
13. Griffin and Smith, 1948, p. 17 and pl. IV. B.
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part of this effort large grants of land were made by
the Crown, and one of these was to Richard Oswald in
1766.14 His grant consisted of 20,000 acres on the Halifax
and Tomoka rivers and was known as Mount Oswald.
Considerable improvement was undertaken during
the brief British period, and the memorial of his heirs,
filed in 1786, setting forth the lass upon transfer of
Florida back to Spain, estimated the value of the grant
as 9,298 pounds, 10 shillings. Witnesses called by the
Crown did not value the property and its improvements
so highly. The improvements at Mount Oswald itself,
which is on the site of Nocoroco, were given as follows:
A settlement or plantation called Mount Oswald
on which are 400 acres cleared, 100 acres of which
are river swamp completely dammed in with large
and sufficient banks, drains floodgates &c& fit for
planting, the rest in pasture fit for Tillage, rice land
at 60/ (per) acre, high land @ 45/ (per) acre.
The buildings consisting of a dwelling house, a
large barn, stable, kitchen; overseas house cornhouse
and other out houses.
Even if this is an overstatement of the true extent
of improvements, it is obvious that land had been cleared
and buildings erected. It is of interest to note that some
of the marsh near the site shows evidence even today,
in the form of embankments, of the improvements for
rice cultivation.
Along the shore of Tomoka Basin, and concentrated
near the high southern portion of the site of Nocoroco,
we found bricks, broken pottery and porcelain, clay pipe
stems, bottle fragments, nails and other rusted pieces of
iron. Some of this type of material was found in the top
level of our excavations, but it did not go beneath that.
14. Richard Oswald (1705-1784) was a man of considerable wealth
and holdings. He helped, as British representative, in the drafting
of the preliminary treaty ending the American Revolution. The
American representatives were Franklin and Jay. This and all
other information on the history of the Oswald plantation in
Florida is from Siebert, 1929.
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A representative collection of the pottery was submitted to M. W. Thomas, Jr., of Colonial Williamsburg,
who supplied the information summarized below:15
Some of the pottery is Delft. At Williamsburg large
quantities are almost always indicative of seventeenth
century sites, but smaller quantities are often found with
sites of later periods. There was not much Delft in our
collections from the Oswald plantation.
There are some fragments of White Stoneware or
White Salt Glaze. At Williamsburg this particular color
and pattern is usually associated with the period 172030, but it was made as late as 1770.
There was a small amount of blue and white Chinese
Export China. This is a ware which has been made over
a considerable period of time, but its greatest popularity
in Virginia seems to have been in the period of 1760-80,
the exact time period of the Oswald plantation.
Some Creamware was present. This ware was developed and manufactured by Josiah Wedgewood about
1760, was taken over by other potters, and is still manufactured today. The particular pattern is listed in Josiah
Wedgewood’s pattern book of 1770 as “Shape No. 1,”
and is given the name of “Old Feather Edge.”
Several fragments of what is referred to as transferprinted Straffordshire were found. This type was first
made in the early part of the nineteenth century, and
the patterns in our collection are of types very common
at Williamsburg between 1830 and 1840.
Thomas notes that considering the pottery in and of
itself the time range could cover a period of from 1680
to 1840. In view of the known date of the founding of
the Oswald plantation, 1766, and the unlikely circumstances that Indians or Spaniards in earlier times would
have had much English pottery, we believe that the wares
which can date early must be referred to the latter part
of their time range and considered as definitely a part
of the Oswald site. This refers to the Delft and the White
15. Personal communication, Sept. 13, 1948. We wish to thank Mr.
Thomas for this information.
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Stoneware. The Chinese Export China and Wedgewood’s “Old Feather Edge” fall exactly into the period
of the Oswald plantation. The transfer-printed Straffordshire is later than the Oswald occupation, and must
be referred to one of the plantations present in the area
in the early part of the American occupation. Most of
these were destroyed during the Seminole wars and were
not reoccupied later. Surprisingly enough there seems to
be very little debris in the area that can be attributed
to the latter part of the nineteenth century or the present
century, even though the area has long been a favored
fishing and picnicing spot.
Future work on the Oswald plantation should reveal
an interesting story of life in Florida during the British
period.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Excavations were conducted in a documented Timucua village of the early seventeenth century in eastern
Volusia county. The site is known to have been occupied
at the time of Mexia’s visit in 1605, but its time range
to either side of this date is unknown. The finding of a
pair of scissors well down in the midden confirms the
documentation of the site. Shore-line erosion has destroyed most of the site, but enough remained to contain
some information.
While archaeological exploration gave direct evidence only of hunting, fishing and shellfish gathering,
it is to be assumed from the relatively small amount of
evidence of these pursuits in relation to the total midden
bulk that agriculture and root and seed gathering were
also practiced. This would indicate an economy for the
site in keeping with that of the Timucua as indicated by
early written sources.l6
Aside from ceramics we found little direct evidence
on manufacturing, but it is possible to draw some inferences from our limited material. Woodcarving was
well-developed, as indicated by the paddle impressed
pottery. Cordage is implied by the sherd decorated with
16. See Swanton, 1922, for a summary of Timucua culture.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol27/iss4/4

20

Griffin: Nocoroco, a Timucua Village of 1605

360

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

wrapped dowel impressions and the possible cord-marked
sherd. Chipped stone was rare, in keeping with historic
comments on the Timucua. There was some evidence of
shell tools, and these are mentioned in the early accounts.
Art seems to have been mainly geometric, both rectilinear and curvilinear, if we take pottery decoration as
indicative. The tatooing shown in the LeMoyne drawings is mostly curvilinear geometric, but there is some
mention of realistic representational art among the Timucua, particularly in painted deerskins. Water transportation may be inferred from the presence of some
beach shells and the distance from this source by foot
and proximity by water. The presence of one human
skeleton indicates that burials were at least occasionally
placed in the village, a custom noted historically among
the Timucua.
We placed the site, or at least the excavated portions
of it, since the surface collection gave evidence of earlier
occupation as well, as following closely upon the top level
of Green Mound, but before the full flowering of the
Saint Augustine Period.
The materials present at Nocoroco indicate a time
of culture change; the full details of which are still obscure. Future work on historic Timucua sites in eastern
Florida should yield much interesting information, and
taken in conjunction with the accounts and drawings of
the late sixteenth century, should provide a well-rounded
picture of Timucua life.
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